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With Reſpect to th 
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ARS ARS ARYAN ASR 


OF THE 


Eaft-India Company. 


OMMERCE with diſtant Na- 
tions under deſpotic and irregular 
Governments, like thoſe of Iadia, 
always has, and muſt be ſupported by 4 


military Force. Long Experience of 


this Fact pointed out the Neceſſity of 


carrying on the Trade to the Eaſf- Indies 


by Companies, which uniting a large 
Capital enabled the Merchants to ſtand 
B the 


11 
the Shocks which their Trade was ex- 
poſed to and the whole Hiſtory of this 
Trade, from its earlieſt Eſtabliſhment, 1s 
that, of a conſtant Struggle againſt the 
Oppreſſions of the Indian Governments. 
I mean here the Trade to the Continent 
of India, governed by the Emperors of 
Indoſtan, commonly called the Mogul, 
which was at firſt carried on without any 
other Settlement than a temporary Lodg- 
ing in an hired Houſe. Our Privi- 
leges were not preciſely determined; at 
Surat we paid 3 and a half per Cent. 
Cuſtoms ; at Bengal we pleaded an Ex- 
emption from all Duties, in Virtue of 
a Phirmaund from the Mogul, granted 
in the Year 1673; but the Words in 
which it was expreſſed bearing different 
Conſtructions, it was never fully admit- 
ted by the Bengal Government, where 
it was neceſſary to make large Preſents to 
the Nabob and his Officers, to ſilence 
their Claim to Duties. The Engliſh were 
nevertheleſs expoſed to very heavy Ex- 
| actions 
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actions from the Subahs and Governors 
of Provinces. Theſe Inconveniencies en- 
creaſed ; for being ſometimes diſappoint- 
ed of their Returns, ſometimes detained 
by the Monſoons, the Merchants with 
whom they contracted failed in their 
Contracts, and fixed Agents became ne- 
ceſſary to recover their Debts. Theſe 
Entanglements rendered them more de- 
pendent on the Country Government, 
from whom they could obtain no Redreſs 
but by Bribery. Complaints werefrequent- 
ly ſent to the Mogul, which were more 
or leſs attended to, according to the De- 
gree of Favour the Provincial Governor 
was in at Court; ſometimes they were 
redreſſed, at other Times they were the 
more oppreſſed ; ſo that it appears by 
the Company's Records that the Sums 
extorted at Surat, from 1661 to 1683, 
were 13,56,450 Rupees, and very con- 
ſiderable Sums had been likewiſe taken 
from them in Bengal, which fell very 
heavy on the narrow Capital then em- 
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ployed in the India Trade. This deter- 
mined the Company to redreſs them- 
ſelves, and in 1688 they ſent a very con- 
ſiderable Land Force to Bengal, and a 
ſtrong Squadron to Surat; the Squadron 
blocked up the Port of Surat, and took 


the Ships of the Indian Merchants, by 
which they indemnified themſelves for 


their Claims, and the Land Forces acted 


ſucceſsfully in Bengal, and eſtabliſhed a 
Settlement at Calcutta. In 1691-2 the 
Company obtained the Mogul / Aurung- 
Sebe's) Phirmaund, exempting the Exg- 


[iſh Trade from Duties, on paying the 


annual Sum of 3000 Rupees. The Ben- 
gal Government, ſenſible of the Benefit 
which the Provinces reaped from our 
Trade, and conſcious that they could 
not aſford that Protection which it re- 
quired, when the Country was embroiled 
in Wars, gave us, in 1696, Permiſſion 
to fortify our Factories, From this 
Period to the Year 1717, the Engliſh 
Trade and Privileges underwent Variety 
of 


| 29-3 


of Changes; ſometimes the Govern- 
ment would admit their Right to a free 
Trade ; at other Times they diſputed it, 
and made them either pay Duties, or 
heavy Sums under the Denomination of 
Preſents to the Nabob and his Miniſters; 
but if the Demands on them were made 
at a Time when they had agood Force in 
the River, they blocked up the Ganges, 
and brought the Government to Terms. 
The Company, diſſatisfied with this un- 
ſettled State of their Privileges, deter- 
mined the ſame Year to fend an Em- 
baſſy to the Court of Delhi, who, after 
an Attendance of two Years on the 
Mogul, and at a very great Expence, 
obtained the following Phirmaund : 


BENGAL, 


1 4 1 


BENGAL, BEHAR, and OUDEISA, 
(Orixa) 

To all Governors and their Aſſiſtants, In- 
telligencers, Jageerdars, Phouſdars, Col- 
lectors, Guardians of the Ways, Keepers 
of” Paſſages, and Zemindars, that are 
at preſent or hereafter may come in the 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar. and Ou- 
deiſa, (Orixa) at the Port of Hughly, 
&c. Ports m the Provinces aforeſaid, 


Y theſe Preſents KNow YE, from 

the Favour of the Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, that at this Time of Conqueſt, 
and in this flouriſhing Reign, Mr. John 
Surman and Coja Sirhaud, Gomaſtahs 
(Factors) of the Engliſh Company, have 
humbly preſented their Petition, ſetting 
forth, | 


That, according to Sultan Azzeem 
Sha Behauder, his, and former Sunods, 
they are free of Cuſtoms throughout the 

whole 
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whole conquered Empire, the Port of 
Surat EXCEPTED ; and that they do an- 
nually pay into the Treaſury at the Port 
of Hughly a Piſhcaſh of three thouſand 
Rupees, in Lieu of Cuſtoms. They 
hope that, according to the Tenor of 
former Sunnods, they may be favoured 
with a gracious Phirmaund, confirming 

them. D | 
Commanded and ordered, that all 
their mercantile Affairs, together with 
their Gomaſtahs (Factors) have Free 
Liberty in all Subahſhips to paſs and re- 
paſs to and fro, either by Land or Water, 
in any Port or Diſtrict throughout the 
ſeveral Provinces aboveſaid, and know 
they are Cuſtom free. That they have 
full Power and Liberty to buy and ſell, 
at their Will and Pleaſure; and that 
there yearly be received into the Trea- 
ſury a Piſhcaſh of three thouſand Rupees, 
as has been cuſtomary heretofore ; that 
if in any Place, or at any Time, Rob- 
beries are committed on their Gaods, 
| they 
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16 
they be aſſiſted in the getting of them 


again; that the Robbers be brought to 


Juſtice, and the Goods be delivered to 
the Proprietors of them. 

In whatſoever Place they have a Mind 
to ſettle a Factory, fairly to buy and ſell 
Goods in, they have Liberty and be aſ- 
ſiſted. That on whomſoever, Merchants, 
Weavers, Sc. they have any Demands, 
on whatſoever Account, let them be 
aided, and their Debtors brought to 
come to a true and fair Account; and 
be made to give their Gomaſtahs (Fac- 
tors) their right and juſt Demands. That 
no Perſons be ſuffered to injure and mo- 
leſt their Gomaſtahs (Factors) wrongful- 
ly and unjuſtly, and for Cuſtoms on 
hired Boats (Cutbarrah) Sc. belonging 
to them, that they be not in any Man- 
ner moleſted or obſtructed. 

They further petition that if the Petty 
Duans of Subahſhips demand a Sight of 
the original Sunnods and Perwannas un- 


der the Seals of the Duans and Subahs, 


the 


1 

the original Sunnods cannot poſſibly be 
produced in every Place, without a great 
Deal of Difficulty. They deſire that a 
Copy from under the Seal of the chief 
Cauzee be ſufficient; a Sight of the origi- 
nal Sunnods not being demanded, nor 
they forced to take Sunnods and Per- 
wannas under the Duan and Suba their 
Seals. 


That the Renting of Calcutta, Sutoo- 
luta, and Govindpore, in the Purgana of 
Ameirabaud, &c. in Bengal, were for- 
merly granted them, and bought by 
Conſent from the Zemindats of them, 
and are now in the Company's poſſeſſion, 
for which they Yearly pay the Sum 
Rs. 1195. 6. That thirty-eight Towns 
more, amounting to Rs. 8121. 8. ad- 
joining to the aforeſaid Towns, which 
they hope the Renting of may be grant- 
ed, and added to the others they are al- 
ready poſſeſſed of. That they will pay 
annually the ſame Amount for them. 
| 3 Co- 
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COMMANDED, That the Copy under 
the Seal of the Cauzee be regarded. 
That the old Towns, formerly bought 
by them, remain in their Hands as here- 
tofore, and that they have the Renting 
of the adjacent Towns petitioned for, 
which they are to buy from the reſpective 
Owners of them, and that the Duan 
Subah give Permiſſion. 

They ſtill petition, that from the 
Reign of Aureng Zeb, Madraſs Coin were 
received into the Treaſuries of Subah- 
ſhips for under Value, and are ſtill, not- 
withſtanding they are full as valuable as 
Surat Rupees are, wliereby they are great 
Loſers. They hope the Imperial Order 
may be given for them to be received 
into the Treaſuries as Surat Rupees are, 
in Caſe they are as good. That any Per- 
ſon being Servant to the Company, elo- 
ping from them, from whom Debts and 
Accounts are due, they deſire that who- 
ſoever ſo deſerts, be delivered back to 
the Chief of their Factory, That their | 

880 
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Gomaſtahs and Servants are moleſted 
and troubled for Phouſdarry, (Abval 
namma) &c. Impoſitions which they 
requeſt they may be exempted from. 


CoMMANDED and ordered, that from 
the fifth Vear of this bleſſed Reign, if Ma- 
draſs Rupees are made of the ſame Good- 
neſs with Surat Siccas, there be no Diſ- 
count on them. That whoſoever of the 
Company's Servants being Debtors, de- 
ſert them, ſeize them and deliver them 
up to the Chief of their Factory, that 
they be not moleſted for Phouſdarry, 
(Abval namma) &c. Impoſitions. 


They petition, that in Bengal, Behar, 
and Oudeiſa, (Orixa) the Company have 
Factories, and that in other Places they 
likewiſe deſign to ſettle Factories; they 
accordingly deſire, that in any Place 
where they have a mind to ſettle Facto- 
ries, they may have forty Begaes of 
Ground given them for the ſame. That 
it often happens Ships at Sea meet with 
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tempeſtuous Winds, and are forced into 


Ports, and are ſometimes drove aſhore 
and wrecked; the Governors of Ports 


injuriouſly ſeize on the Cargoes of them, 
and in fone Places demand a quarter Part 


Salvage : that on the Iſland of Bombay, 
belonging to the Engliſh, European Siccas 
are current. They requeſt that, accord- 


ing to the Cuſtom of Madraſs, they may 
at Bombay coin Siccas. 


CoMMAN DED and ordered, that ac- 
cording to Cuſtom of their Factories in 
other Subahſhips execute. Theſe Peo- 
ple havinggheir Factories in ſeveral Ports 
of the Kingdom, and Commerce to the 
Place of the royal Reſidence, and have 
obtained very favourable Phirmaunds, 
Cuſtam free, 


Let there be particular Care taken 
that there be duly Aſſiſtance given them 
about Goods and Wrecks, on all Occa- 
ſions. On the Iſland of Bombay let there 
be the glorious Stamp on the Siccas 
coin- 


[ 21 } 


coined there, paſſing them current as all 
other Siccas are throughout the whole 
Empire, : 
To all theſe render punctual Obedi- 
ence, obſerving and acting purſuant to 
the Tenor of this gracious Phirmaund, 
and not contrary in any Reſpect whatſo- 
ever, nor demand Yearly new Sunnods, 
Regard this particularly well. 
Written the 27th of the Moon Mo- 
hurum, in the 5th Year of this glorious 
and ever happy Reign. 


This Phirmaund, as far as it regarded 
a free Trade, in Articles of Export and 
Import, for ſome Years obtained Obe- 
dience from the Subahs of the Provinces, 
but in 1736 Nadir Shab, King of Perfia, 
invading India, gave the fatal Blow to the 
Mogul Power. The Governors of the 
diſtant Provinces detained the Whole, or 
great Part of the Revenues, which they 
employed in maintaining Forces to defend 
themſelves againſt other neighbouring Su- 


bahs, 
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bahs, and againſt the Emperor himſelf ; 
each endeavouring to form an independent 
Government hereditary in his own Fami- 
ly. By this Change of Syſtem, thoſe 
Subahs, who before maintained a fmall 
Army of four or five thouſand Men, ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer the Purpoſe of collecting 
the Revenues, now kept up Armies of 
50000 to 100000 Men, and maintained 
more ſplendid Courts ; the ordinary Re- 
venues of the Provinces would not ſupply 
theſe vaſt Expences; new Exactions were 
impoſed ; the Lands felt the Burthen by 
new Taxes, and the Trade by new Op- 
preſſions, with this aggravating Circum- 
ſtance, that there remained no more Hope 
for Redreſs from the Court of Delhi; the 
Governors, with Independance, acquired 
Strength to force Submiſſion to their 
Demands, and our Phirmaund Privileges 
met with no more Reſpect from the Su- 
bahs than the Mogul's, from whoſe Au- 
thority they were derived. From the 
Year 1736 the Company were expoſed to 


very 


„ 


very heavy Contributions, more particu- 
larly in Bengal, where ſcarce a Vear paſ- 
ſed that the Government did not demand 
very great Sums of them; and on their 
Refuſal they were forbid all Trade; their 
Factories were ſurrounded by Forces, and 
a Delay or Reſiſtance ſerved only to in- 
cenſe the Government, and augment their 
Demands. Our Phirmaund Privileges 
became almoſt annihilated, or rather the 
Source of more oppreſſive Grievances 3 
for as they did not admit our Claim to 
trade free of Cuſtoms, and as the Com- 
pany would by no means ſubmit to yie!d 
up their Rights, there remained no Rule 
to go by, but every Collector extorted 
what he could from the Company's Agents, 
and ee had not Force to protect 
cheir Trade, they were not only expoſed 
to the moſt grievous Extortions in Lieu 
of Duties, but the Men and Officers who 
conveyed the Boats with Goods, often 
met with the moſt ignominious Treat- 
ment: ſuch was the State of our Trade 


and 
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24 J 
and Privileges in Bengal, when Surajal 
Dowla ſucceeded to the Government in 
756. Before, or ſoon after this Period, 
our Situation in the other Parts of India 
underwent an entire Change ; the Op- 


preſſions of the Government at Surat, 
Forced us, for the Protection of our Com- 
merce, to poſſeſs ourſelves of the Caſtle, 


which was all the End it anſwer'd; for the 
Expence of maintaining it proved more 
than the Revenues ariſing from the Com- 
mand it gave us in the City. On the Coaſt 
of Coromandel the ambitious Projects of 


Mr. Dupleix had already forced us into a 


War, not merely to protect our Commerce, 
but to prevent the French becoming Sove- 
reigns of the Carnatic, and our Company 


their Vaſſals. The War with France, and 


the Siege and Defence of Pondicherry in 
1748, had brought a conſiderable Euro- 
pean Force to India. Dupleix was the firſt 
who diſcovered the Superiority of Euro- 


pean Troops; he ſaw alſo the Neceſſity of 


2 territorial Revenue to maintain a reſpect- 
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able Military Force in ſuch a diſtracted 
State of the Empire, the Expence of which 
could not be ſupported by the Profits of 
a very limitted Capital in Trade; and on 
theſe two Principles he determined to 
attempt the Acquiſition of a territorial 
Revenue. 1 

The death of Nizam ul Mulluck, the 
great Subah of the Decan in 1748, gave 
Riſe to.a Competition *for the Succeſſion 
to his Government, between Nazir Jung. 
his ſecond Son, and Mozafer Fung, his 
Nephew. The laſt of whom ſought the 
Aſſiſtance of the French, and Dupleix 
gladly, and boldly embraced the Opportu- 
nity that offered of accompliſhing his 
Views. Meozaffer Jung, in Virtue of 
his having aſſumed the Title of Subah of 
the Decan, gave a Grant of the Govern- 
ment of the Carnaticꝶ to one of his Ad- 
herents, named Chundaſabeb: The Grant 
of an acknowledged Subah had little 
Weight in the Carnatict, now governed 
by Aziverdin Cawn, who held it by the 
| = Ap- 
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Appointmentof Nizamul Mulluck, and who 
eſteemed Nazir Jung the lawful Succeſſor, 
both by his Father's Will, and by the 
Confirmation of the Mogul, Chundaſaheb 
had therefore recourſe to the French, who 
had acquired a great military Reputation 
by the Defence of Pandicberry; Dupleix 
ſupported him with a Batallion, by whoſe 
Aſſiſtance Aniverden Cawn was de- 
feated and killed in Battle; his eldeſt Son, 
Mahmud Ally, eſcaped and flung himſelf 

into Tritchinapaly, a ſtrung fortified City, 

where he prepared for his Defence. 
Dupleix's Services were rewarded by a 
Grant from the unacknowledged Subah 
of eighty-one Villages; and by a Treaty 
with the King of Tanjare, they diſmem- 
bered eighty-one more from his Domini- 
ons. Theſe pretenſions had ſoon a further 
Sanction by the Succeſs of their Arms, 
and Intrigues againſt the real Subah of 
the Decan, by which their Ally Mozaf- 
fer Jung, who had been made Priſoner 
by his Rival, became the Subah of the 
Decan⸗ 
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Decan, and in the firſt Flow of Gratitude; 
made Dupleix Governor of all the 
Country, South of the Kriſtna, who was 
to account for the Revenues, not to the 
Mogul but to the Subah ; beſides which), 
their Grants of Land were conſiderably 
extended, inſomuch, that they ſoon ſet 
up their Flags round the Company's For- 
tifications at St. David's, and the Engliſh 
{aw themfelves on the Point of holding 
the Liberty of Trade, and even their Con- 
tinuance in the Country, at the Pleaſure 
of the French; This Exigency forced 
them to take Part in the War in 
the Carnaticb, which ſtill ſubſiſted be- 
tween Mahomed Ally, and Chunda Sabeb, 
the former yet maintaining himſelf in 
Tritchinopoly, and poſſeſſing other ſtrong 
Holds in the Carnatick; this gave Riſe 
to the War that laſted between the two 
Companies, who acted as Auxiliaries, from 
the Year 1749 to 175 55 which is moſt 
faithfully related in one of the beſt Writ- 
ten Hiſtories of the Age, publiſhed for 

D 2 Nour/e, 
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Nourſe, in 1762. The French Company 
were countenanced by their Govern- 
ment, and ſucceſsful in their firſt At- 
tempts, which furniſhed them with Trea- 
ſures and Revenues ; they were conſtantly 
ſuperior in Numbers in the Field, and had 
Reſources from their Iſlands, which gave 
them Advantages we could not poſſeſs. 
The Engliſh had no Reſources but in the 
very Difficulties they had to ſtruggle a- 


gainſt. Theſe produced Efforts that al- 


ways roſe ſuperior to them. Geniuſes 
ſprung up from among their own Military, 
and from their own Servants, who led 
their Troops with a Skill and Intrepidity 
that would have ranked them among the 
beſt Officers of this Country, had the 


ſame Actions been performed in the King's 


Service; and their Councils were conducted 


with a Firmneſs and ſound Policy that 
would have done Honour to any Govern- 
ment. The ſevere War, thus ncceſſarily 
carried on, by the Company, in Defence 


of their Commercial Rights, and to check 


the 


[ 29 J 
the Encroachment of the French, while 
the Nation was 1n prefound Peace, ter- | 
minated in 1754, in a Suſpenſion of 
Arms, after having involved the Com- 
pany. in a very heavy Loſs, incurred by 
the Expences of ſending out Recruits and 
Military Stores ; beſides a Debt of near a 
Million Sterling, then due from the Na- 
bob; the only Acquiſitions made by the 
Company were the Diſtricts of Pooncemal- 
le, near Madraſs and Trwendiporum, con- 
tiguous to Fort St. David, which were 
granted by the Nabob in the Commence- 
ment of. the War, towards defraying the 
Expences of their Forces, and were eſti- 
mated at about 18000l. per Annum. Theſe 
trifling Grants contributed but little to the 
Company's Indemnification,. while the 
French were left in Poſſeſſion of a Revenge, 
to the amount of 800000]. per Ann 
riſing from the Lands they held in tho Car- 
ratick, and four large Diſtricts, which 
they held in Golconda. To the actual Loſ- 
ſes ſuſtained by this War, muſt alſo be 

added 


x 
added what the Company ſuffered by fail» 
ing in their returning Cargoes; thoſe 
Countries involved in War, and the ma- 
nufacturing Parts moſtly in actual Poſſeſ- 
fion of the French; together with the 
Company's Funds, being diverted to other 
Purpoſes, they hardly received half a Car- 
go in the Vear from the Coaſt of Coro- 
mandel; yet during theſe Diſtreſſes which 
forced the Directors in 175 5 to reduce the 
Dividend from 8 to 6 per Cent, the Pub- 
lic who had contributed nothing to the 
Support of the War, continued to enjoy 
an uninterrupted Revenue of more than a 
Million, from the Trade. 

The Tranquility which this Truce was 
productive of, was but of à very ſhort 
Duration. Syrajah Dowla, who ſucceeded 
to the Subahſhip of Bengal, on a ſudden 
turned his whole Force againſt our Settle- 
ments; took them from us, and forced the 
few ſurviving Inhabitantsto take Refuge on 
Board their Ships in the Ganges. Many 
Cauſes have been aſſigned for the Nabob's 
Con- 
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Conduct; what they were muſt be matter 
of Opinion; it ſeems moſt probable, that 
amongſt many concurring Circumſtances, 
his Deſire of carrying his Arms towards 
Delhi, was a Principal Motive, and the 
War carried on by Europeans in the Decan 
and Carnatich, made him think it proper 
to put it entirely out of our Power to diſ- 
turb him in his Abſence; he thought alſo 
to poſſeſs himſelf of a great Quantity of 
Cannon and Military Stores for his future 
Expedition, and expected to get an im- 
menſe Booty, which Conſideration alone 
would have urged him to the Violation 
of every Duty he owed as a Prince, to a 
People, whoſe Commerce had been the 
great Support of the Revenues of the 
Country; and whoſe Privileges were more 
Conſtitutionally eſtabliſhed than his own 
Succeſſion to the Government. There 
was now a Squadron and a Regiment of 
«he King's in India; a Detachment from 
the Regiment and fix hundred of the 
Company's Troops embarked on the Squa- 

| | dron, 
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dron, and on the Company's Ships at Ma- 
draſs, and ſoon recovered the Settlements; 
defeated the Nabob; and obtained an ad- 
vantageous Treaty; ſoon after which the 
War breaking out in Europe, the King's 
Ships and the Company's Forces, attacked 
and took the French Settlement of Chan- 
demagore. The certain Proofs which the 
Engliſb had of the Nabob's Intentions to 
attack them as ſoon as their Troops left 
the Ganges, forced them to have again re- 
courſe to Arms, to which they were invited 
by Propoſals from Meer TJaffier, one of 
his Officers, who made them very advan- 
tageous Offers for their Support and Aſſiſt- 
ance, in his Views to the Subahſhip; the 
Battle of Plaſſey accompliſhed his, and their 
Views; the Company obtained the Con- 


firmation of all their Commercial Privi- 
leges; an Indemnification of their Loſſes 
by the Capture of Calcutta; and a Zemin- 
dary, or Farm of a ſmall Tract of Land, 
which it was hoped might yield a Reve- 
nue ſufficient to ſupport ſuch a Garriſon as 

ſhould 


= | 

ſhould preſerve them from the Attempts 
of future Subahs. Meer Jar ſucceed- 
ed to the Subaſhip, as free and indepen- 
dent as his Predeceſſor, and the Com- 
pany returned into their former com- 
mercial Character, only ſubje& to be 
called on to take the Field at the Na- 
bob's Expence, whenever he required 
their Aſſiſtance. This happy Situation 
of the Company's Affairs, in Bengal, 
enabled them to turn all their Efforts 
againſt our national Enemy the French. 
Their great Armament under Lally ſuf- 
ficiently declared they had adopted the 
ainbitious Views of Dupleix, in their 
utmoſt Extent. They already poſſeſſed 
four great Provinces in Golconda, and 
gave Law to the Decan, by the Influence 
Mr. Byf/y acquired at the Court of the 
Subah Salabut Jung; and they now flat- 
tered themſelves they ſhould not only 
extirpate the Engliſh from all India; but 
that they ſhould form a Chain of Con- 
queſt, that ſhould unite Bengal and the 
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Carnatich into one Dominion. The 
Kin.'s Squadron being reinforced, ſtood 
tue firſt Shock of this Armament at 
| Sea; but the Company had the Whole 
to ſuſtain in their own Strength by 
Land: for the Regiment I before men- 
tioned, already much reduced in Num- 


bers, was ordered Home, and the Com- 
pany for ſome Months, had only their 
own Forces left. 


I ſhall not here enter into any invidi- 
ous Enquiry, whether the Squadron, the 
King's or the Company's Troops had 
moſt Merit in defeating this formidable 
Armament, It is ſuſicient to obſerve, 
that they all united in their Efforts a- 
gainit tne common Enemy. Draper's 
Regiment ſerved with great Honour in 
the Defence of Mgqdraſs; the Squadron 
ſuſtained ſeveral ſevere Actions at Sea ; 
but the Expedition to Golconda under 
Colonel Ford, the moſt important in its 
Conſequences, and tne moſt perfect in 
its Succeſs, was entirely an Effort of the 

Com- 
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Company's, and extirminated the French 
from the Decan and Golconda, and Lord 
- Chvue maintained our Influence in Bengal 
by the Weight of his own Abilities and 
Reputation. Thus, by the Wiſdom with 
which the Company's Councils were 
conducted; by the Zeal, the Courage 
and Abilities which diſtinguiſhed the 
Governors and Officers who commanded 
the Troops, Pord:cherry fell; and the 
French were driven from the whole Con- 
tinent of India. Altho' the Company 
owed much to the Support and Protecti- 
on of Government, during this active 
War, yet to our Adminiſtration at Home 
it is owing that the fatal final Plow was 
not given to the French Power in India. 
Nothing remained to perfect our Succeſs 
but to turn our whole Force againſt the 
Iſlands: had this been done, nothing had 
been wanting to inſure our future Secu- 
rity. This was well underſtood in Eng- 
land, and Orders were ſent to the Squa- 
dron in India, to ſail to an appointed 
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joined by Forces from Europe. The 
Squadron failed and cruized many 
Months, expecting the promiſed Suc- 
cours, during which they ſuffered great- 
er Loſſes both in Men, and by Damage 
which their Ships ſuſtained, than upon 
the whole Service in India; but the Ex- 
pectation of the Succour proved fruitleſs, 
as diſtant Conqueſt would not at that 
Time have anſwered the particular Views 
of Individvals in Europe: the Mob want- 
ed Bonefires, and the Thunder of the 
Park Guns was neceſſary to keep up the 
Intoxication of the Nation: Belleiſe be- 
came the Object, becauſe it would be 
productive of more immediate Succeſs, 
and the diſappointed, ſhattered Squa- 
dron, returned to India. Yet this did 
not deter the Company from entering 
into the Views of Adminiſtration, even 
when it was repugnant to their Intereſt. 
Upon the breaking out of the SHaniſb 


War 


* 
— ” 5 
— * * » 8 9 
* „ — 
- * „* a 
$*. 


Station, where they were to have been 


=o a - ond 9% ad 


1 


War the Company gave up their favorite 
Object, the French Iſlands, in which 
they were ſo much intereſted, to com- 
ply with the Deſire of Government, in 
attacking the Manillas, by which they 
riſked their Poſſeſſions in India, and 
from which they could derive no one 
Advantage, but that of ſhewing their 
Readineſs to coincide with the Views of 
| Adminiſtration for the public Service. 
An Expedition which coſt them an im- 
menſe Sum, and by weakening their 
Force in India laid the Foundation of the 
Rebellion of Mahmud If Cawn, a re- 
volted Commander of their black Troops, 
againſt the Nabobof the Carnaticꝭ, which 
nearly proved fatal to their Aﬀairs. This 
too was happily concluded, and Mahmud 
Ally, whom we had ſupported through 
a War with little Intermiſſion, from the 
Year 1749, attended with various Chan- 
ges of Fortune ; but with the moſt un- 
interrupted Friendſhip that ever was 


known 


1 
known in any political Connection, was 
in the End put into the Poſſeſſion of the 
whole Carnatick. Had the Company 
entertained Ideas of Conqueſt, never 
could a fairer Opportunity preſent itſelf 
than occurred in the total Expulſion of 
the French from India, at the Reduction 
of Pondicherry. But, as they had origi- 
nally entered into the War mercly in 
Support of Mahmud Ally, and in De- 
fence of their commercial Rights, Se- 


curity to thoſe, and a reaſonable Indem- 
nification for their Loſſes, was all they 


aſpired to. Conliſtent with theſe Ideas 


they put the Nabob in Poſſeſſion of the 
whole Country, and were contented to 
receive from him ſuch a Compenſation 


as his Gratitude might ſuggeſt. Im- 


preſſed with the higheſt Senſe of the 
Services rendered him by the Company, 
the Nabob, in 1763, voluntarily added 
as a Jaghire, certain Diſtricts contigu- 
cus to the ancient Bounds of Madrafs, 
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to which he has ſince added other Grants, 
in all, to the Value of about 200, oool. 
per Annum, which in his Grant he ex- 
preſſes to be in Conſideration of the great 
Services rendered to him by the Compa- 
ny; their firm Friendſhip; and the De- 
pendance he has on their always remain- 
ing in Alliance with him, and ſupporting 
his Family. 

In Bengal there was not that Harmo- 
ny between the Subah and the Englijh, 
that was experienced in the Carnatict, 
ana which had there contributed ſo much 
to the mutual Strength of the Nabob and 
of the Company. 

The large Sums ſtipulated by * 
Treaty with Meer afin did not fail to 
create Jealouſy and Endeavours to evade 
the Payment. Lord Clive, by his Firm- 
neſs, obtained a temporary Aſſignment 
of the Revenues of three large Diſtricts, 
for the Diſcharge of the Money due by 
that Treaty; and as he had already pro- 
jected the Expedition againſt the French 

11 


[ 49 ] 
in Golconda, which I have before men- 
tioned, he ſtrengthened the Engliſb In- 
tereſt by a Connection with the Gover- 
nor of Patna. On the Faith of this 
Connection he hazarded the ſending 
away two Thirds, and thoſe the Choice 
of the Troops in Bengal, under Colonel 
Ford, to Golconda. 

Meer Jaſſir's Government being not 
yet thoroughly eftabliſhed and our Forces 
very weak, the Son of the Mogul, call- 
ed the Shahzadah (or Prince) who had 
been driven from Court by the Vizier, 
Gauze 6 Din Cawn, who kept the Empe- 
ror, his Father, a kind of State Priſoner, 
entered the Bengal Provinces, at the 
Head of an Army. The effectual Aſ- 
fiſtance the Engl/h gave the Nabob on 
this Occaſion, repulſed the Prince and 
eſtabliſhed Meer Jafir in his Govern- 
ment, and confirmed the Engliſh In- 
fluence, and Importance in the Country. 
Yet before the Year cloſed the Compa- 
ny's Exiſtence in Bengal was again at 


Stake 


Stake by the Dutch Armament. The 
Object was, no Doubt, to conteſt the 
Superiority with us in that Province, 
Superior as they were, both in Ships 
and Troops, they were defeated by the 
Company's Troops under Colonel Fora, 
who was juſt arrived in Bengal, from his 
ſucceſsful Expedition againſt the French, 
in Golconda. 

Lord Clive left the Country ſoon after 
this event, which probably encouraged 
the Shahzadah to make another effort, in 


which he was again repulſed ; tho' not 


till he had penetrated very far into the 
Country, and held Meer Jaſſir's Govern- 
ment in ſuch ſuſpenſe, as brought him 
into great Diſtreſs by the Revolt of his 
Officers, and the Detention of the Re- 
venues by all the Landholders, who 
never fail to avail themſelves of the 
Weakneſs of Government. The Defence 
of the Provinces fell almoſt entirely on 


the Eng//h Troops, who agreeable to 


the Articles of a Treaty before mention - 
F ed, 
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ed, were to be at the Nabob's Expence; 


but whether from Meer Faſfir's Miſma- 


nagement, or from the real Diſtreſs his 
Country was involved in, he fell much 
in Arrears on this Account, which brought 
the Company into great Difficulties; ſo 
that the Governor and the Committee, 
in whom the Company's: Power was lod- 
ged, thought themſelves juſtified in tak- 
ing ſuch Meaſures as brought on a Revo- 
lution in favour of Meer Foffir's Son-in- 
Law, Coſſim Aily Cawn, with whom a 


new Treaty was made, which had for 


principal Object, the ſecuring to the 
Company a Fund for the certain Pay- 
ment of the Troops kept up for the Na- 
bob's Defence ; the Expence of which 
was encreated beyond all Compariſon, 
to what it was in Lord Chve's Time; 
and for this purpoſe, the Revenues of the 
three Provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, 
and Ch:ttagong, valued at forty Laacks 


of Rupees, or 500000]. were aſſigned 


over to the Company, who collected the 


Rents 
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Rents upon the Conditions expreſſed in 
the following Articles: 

« The Europeans and Telingas of the 
% Engliſh Army, ſhall be ready to aſſiſt 
ce the Nabob, Meer Mahomed, Coffim 
« Khan, Bahadar, in the Management 
of all Affairs, and in all Affairs depen- 


c 


>,* dant on him they ſhall exert themſelves 


ce to the utmoſt of their Abilities. 

« For all Charges of the Company, 
and of the ſaid Army, and Proviſions 
for the Field, &c. the Lands of Burd- 
« wan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, ſhall 
ebe aſſigned, and Sunnods for that pur- 
< poſe ſhall be written and granted. The 
© Company is to ſtand to all Loſſes, and 
© receive all the Profits of theſe three Coun- 
ce tries, and we will demand no more than 
* the three Aſlignments aforeſaid.” 


La) 


The Shahzadah again made another ef- 
fort, joined by a Body of French, under 
the Command of Mr. Law; he was en- 
tirely defeated, Mr. Law and his Patty 
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taken Priſoners, 


minions of Siab Doxola, 


ceeding to Delli. 


of Government. It was 


7mperio of a very ſingular 
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and the Shahzadah diſ- 
banded his Troops, and deſired to conti- 
nue under the Eng//h Protection; ſoon 

aſter his Father being put to Death by the 
Vizier Gauso Din Khan, he was proclaim- 
ed Mogul, and marched into the Domi- 


the Subah of 


the next Provinces, whom he appointed 
Vizier, and with whom he . pro- 


If. the Safety of Commerce was incom- 
patible with the political State of the 
Country, when the Mogul Empire fell 
into Confuſion by the Invaſion of Nadir 
$hah, the preſent political Syſtem in Ben- 
gal was equally repugnant to every idea 


an inperium in 


kind. By the 


Treaty with Coffim Ally Caron, three rich 
Provinces were aſſigned for the maintain- 
ing an Army, which he no longer defired 
to ſee in his Country; for Coffim Ally, 
Cawn, an ambitious Man, thus raiſed to 
the Government, viewed with a jealous 


Eye 
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Rye that Power to which he owed his 
Dignity z and his firſt Acts of Govern 
ment manifeſted his Intention to aſſert his 
Independance; he firſt broke our Connec- 
tions in his Country, and then applied 
himſelf to the Forming an Army, armed 
and trained like our Troops; but before 
he had brought them to that Perfection 
he purpoſed, the Diſputes between him 
and the Exgliſb ariſing partly from mutual 
Jealouſy, and partly from the Encroach- 
ments of the Engliſb in their Trade, 
brought on a Rupture ſooner than he in- 
tended ; and the Engliſb were ſeized and 
made Priſoners throughout the Provinces. 
As we did not mean to conquer for our- 
ſelves but toeſtabliſh a Country Power under 
whom we could carry on our Commerce 
with Security, Meer Jaſſir was again ac- 
knowledged; and he obtained the Subah- 
ſhip after a very ſevere Struggle, which 
ended in the Expulſion of Cofim Ally. 
The Engliſh now perceived what they 
Wight have diſcerned long before that 
their 
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their Situation was ſuch, that they could 
truſt noNabob, nor could any Naboh truft 
them. That Military Force which was 
at firſt found neceſſary for the Protection 
of Commerce, and which could not be 
ſupported without a territorial Revenue, 
was by the Weakneſs of the Country 
Government, found equal to the enthron- 
ing and dethroning of Nabobs. For the 
Company to be leſs than they were, was 
to be nothing. Their political and military 
Strength were their only Support. Weak- 


en theſe, and their Commerce was at the 
Mercy of the firſt Nabob, whoſe Wicked- 
neſs or Neceſſity ſhould prompt him, like 
Surajah Dowla, to ſeize their Property, 
and extirminate them from the Country. 
To retrieve theſe Errors, the Company's 
Agents, in their Treaty with Meer Jaſſir, 
converted the temporary Aſſignment, to 
a perpetual one, and limitted the Number 
of Forees the Nabob ſhould keep up. 
This fixed the Power paramount in the 
Engliſh, where it muſt neceſlarily be, as 
the 


19 


the Defence of the Provinces lay entirely 
upon them. The Expulſion of Cm Ally 
Caron, gave Riſe to a more dangerous 
War than they had ever yet ſuſtain- 
ed; he ſought the Protection of Sujab 
Doꝛola, the Subah of the neighbouring Pro- 
vinces of Oude and Lucknow, and flattered 
himſelf with the eaſy Conqueſt of the Ben- 
gal Provinces. Here the Company's whole 
Property in the Country was again at 
Stake, and though their Arms prevailed 
in the Battle of Buxar, in which they 
had 3000 Men killed and wounded, Su- 
jah Dowla was yet at the Head of an Ar- 
my, and the Revenues of Bengal were 
ſpent in maintaining Forces in a Foreign 
Country, and in a War which had no fixed 
Object, when it ceaſed to be defenſive: 
The Company did not want to conquer 
Sujah Dowla's Country, yet as he ſtill re- 
fuſed them Terms of Peace, their Ser- 
vants thought themſelves juſtified in driv- 
ing him to Extremities, and entered into 
Engagements with the Mogul to re- 

duce 
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dice that Country to Obedience to 
his Majeſty's Orders. The Mogul, 


who as before mentioned, intended pro- 
ceeding to Delhi, was ſtill in Sujah Do- 


las Dominions; his Title was generally 
acknowledged; Siccas (Coin) ſtruck every 
where in his Name, and his Son acted as 
Regent at Delhi; but as he had not been 
able to raiſe an Army ſufficient to eſtabliſh 
his Authority over the revolted Subahs, 
he had remained with Sujah Dowla, 
whom he had been obliged to ac- 
company in his Expedition againſt the 
Bengal Provinces, tho' undertaken with- 
out his Approbation, which he ſignified 


in various Letters to our Commanding 


Officer, and after the Battle of Buxar 
joined our Army. Sujah Dowla conti- 


nued to make every effort worthy his ex- 
alted Rank, and the high Character he 
bore in the Empire, but theſe were vain 
againſt the great Force which oppoſed 
him; not leſs than 15000 Men, beſides 


the Subah's Troops, well diſciplined and 
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conducted with far ſuperior military Skill. 
His laſt Effort was to call in the Morattas, 
who not being able to make Head againſt 
the Armies which oppoſed them, he de- 
termined to deliver himſelf up to the 
Engliſh, which he did on the Borders of 
the Agra Province, in May 1765, the 
ſame Day Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta, 
Three Months before his Lordſhip's Arri- 
val, Meer faffr died, and his Son was 
acknowledged Subah. 

Some Months previous to Meer Faffir's 
Death, the Company's Servants finding 
the Army ſo conſiderably increaſed, and 
acting at ſuch a great Diſtance from the 
Settlement, that the Expence far exceeded 
the Revenues of the three Provinces, aſ- 
ſigned the Company by former Treaty, 
obtained from Meer Faffir an additional 
Aſſignment of five Laacks of Rupees per 
Month, to maintain a Body of Horſe, to 
act under the Orders of their Offi- 
cers, to enable them to carry on 
the War more effectually againſt Sujab 

G Dowla z 


Dowla ; and * this did not ſuffice, but 


they were ſinking every Month from 


40 to 50000l. of their Capital. 

Lord Clive ſoon diſcerned the Labyrinth 
in which the Company's Affairs were in- 
volved, he found the Engliſb poſſeſs'd an 
over-ruling Influence unlimitted, undefi- 
ned, which broke down the Country Go- 
vernment, yet ſubſtituted nothing in its 
ſtead. He found the Nabob a Prince, in 
a deſpotic Government, without the Choice 
of his Miniſters and without Power to con- 
troul them; poſſeſſed of a Revenue of near 
two Millions Sterling, per Annum, with- 
out Troops to defend it, and many Mil- 
lions of Subjects, without Power to pro- 
tect them: he found the Succeſs of our 
Arms promiſed nothing but future Wars; 
the ruining Syjab Dowla was breaking 
down the ſtrongeſt Barrier the Benga/ Pro- 
vinces could have againſt the Invaſions of 
the Morattas, Auffghuns, and other Pow- 
ers, who had ſo long deſolated the Nor- 
thern Provinces. The Mogul, whoſe Cauſe 


the 


1 
the Company was ſupporting, was found ut- 
terly incapable of collecting the Revenues 
of Sujab Dowla's Country, without the 
Aſſiſtance of their whole Force. Their Con- 
nections with the Mogul could not have 
ended here; they muſt have proceeded with 
him to Delhi, and have eſtabliſhed his Au- 
thority in the Empire. To ſtop this Career to 
Ruin, Lord Clive determined to reſtore Su- 
jab Dowla to his Country, who alone was 
capable of maintaining it; to ſatisfy the 
Mogul by obtaining a more ample Re- 
venue for him, which might furniſh him 
the Means of raifing an Army to march 
to Delbi; and to obtain from his Majeſty 
what had deen before repeatedly offered 
to the Company, the Office of King's 
Duan. By the Conſtitutiof of the Em- 
pire, the Offices of Nabob and Duan 
were two diſtinct Authorities; that of 
the Nabob was chief, civil Governor and 
Commander of the Troqps, with a Jag- 
hire, or Eſtate annexed SG as 
a Salary, but no Power over any other 
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Branch of the Revenues. The Office of 
Duan was to receive the Revenues, and 
account for them to the Emperor. The 
Phirmaund for this important Office, ex- 
preſſes it to be a free Gift, with an 
Exemption from the Payment of the 
Cuſtoms of the Duanee, which uſed to 
be paid to the Court. It is requiſite that 
* the ſaid Company engage to be Security 
« for the Sum of 26 Laacks per Ann. which 
* Sum has been appointed from the Nabob 
« Nudjem ul Dowla, (the Subah of Bengal} 
te and regularly remit the ſame to the royal 
* Treaſury, and in this Caſe, as the ſaid 
« Company are abliged to keep up a large 
* Army for the Protection of the Provinces 
« of Bengal, Sc. We have granted them 
* whatever may remain out of the Reve- 
* nues af the ſaid Provinces, after remit- 
„ ting the Sum of 26 Laacks of Rupees 
* to the royal Treaſury, and providing for 
« the Expence of the Nazamut, or civil 
© Government, &c. This laſt Article was 
complied with by a Treaty with the Su- 

Fo . bah, 
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bah, by which we engaged to pay him 53 
Laacks of Rupees, for the Expence of the 
civil Government, and for the W of 
his Dignity. | 

By theſe wiſe Meaſures the Mogul ſe- 
cured a certain Revenue; the Nabob was 
left in a Situation ſuitable to his Rank, 
and to the Conſtitution of the Empire 
and the Remainder of the Revenue was 
aſſigned to the Company for Support of 
the Armies neceſſary for the Defence of 
the Provinces ; but collected by the Na- 


'bob and his Miniſters as heretofore, who 


account to the Company, as holding the 
Office of Duan: they may cenſure or 
applaud the Miniſters, but have no Right 
to colle& the Revenues, or adminiſter 
Juſtice in the Provinces. 

I have now brought the Company's 
Situation down to the preſent Time; and 
I flatter myſelf, that whoever ſhall diſin- 


tereſtedly peruſe theſe few Sheets, will 


be convinced, that the Wars which they 
have been engaged in, have had for Ob- 
ject 
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ject wholly: the Defence of their Pro- 


perty, againſt the Oppreſſions of the 
Copntry Governments and the Encroach- 


ments of the French; and that they may 


be deenied by the Public to have ſome 
Merit, from the great Share which they 
bore in the general Succeſs of the late 
War; in having totally extirminated the 
French from the whole Continent of India. 
1 have now concluded the firſt Part of my 
Vindication of the Company ; my next 
Attempt will be, to conſider the modern 


Doctrines, founded on the Neceſſities of 


the State. 


